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TAGS:  EPET  ECIN  ECON  ENRG  PGOV  NI 

SUBJECT:  START  OF  GAS  FLOW  THROUGH  WEST  AFRICAN  GAS 
PIPELINE  DELAYED 

REF:  LAGOS  000645 

1.1.  (SBU)  A USAID  contractor  advising  the  West  African  Gas 
Pipeline  Company  (WAGPco)  reports  that  the  free  flow  of 
natural  gas  through  the  West  African  Gas  Pipeline  (WAGP)  has 
been  delayed  until  at  least  January  2008.  WAGPco  had 
announced  December  5th  as  the  date  for  starting  the  flow  of 
gas.  However,  due  to  delays  in  hydro  testing  of  the  onshore 
portion  of  the  pipeline,  the  earliest  date  the  pipeline  could 
be  ready  is  December  23,  2007.  Two  additional  weeks  would 
then  be  needed  for  commissioning  procedures  before  starting 
operations . 

1.2.  (SBU)  Additionally,  the  Escravos  Lagos  Pipeline  (ELP) 
Branch  A is  still  undergoing  repair.  Two  ELP  branches  supply 
gas  to  the  WAGP;  Branch  A which  brings  dry  natural  gas  from 
Chevron's  onshore  gas  fields  and  Branch  B which  flows  wet  gas 
from  Shell's  fields.  While  Branch  B has  sufficient 
quantities  of  natural  gas  to  support  free  flow  through  the 
WAGP,  alone  its  gas  is  too  wet.  Branch  B gas  must  be  mixed 
with  dryer  Branch  A gas  to  fall  within  WAGP  tolerances.  Gas 
that  is  too  wet  for  the  pipeline  would  be  corrosive. 

Nigeria's  Minister  of  State  for  Energy  (Gas)  Odusina  Emmanuel 
has  said  that  Branch  A repairs  will  be  complete  by  December 
15th,  however  the  USAID  contractor  believed  that  date  will 
slide . 

1.3.  (SBU)  Comment:  Problems  with  Chevron's  portion  of  the 

pipeline  feeding  WAGP  are  well  documented  (Ref).  Even  if 
repairs  to  ELP  are  completed  by  December  15th,  the  onshore 
pipeline  (and  a reliable  supply  to  WAGPco  customers)  remains 
vulnerable  to  vandalism.  End  Comment. 

.14 . (U)  This  cable  coordinated  with  Embassy  Abuja. 
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